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On Jan. 20 legislative bills to halt the deportation of Central American refugees were introduced
in the Senate and the House by Sen. Dennis Deconcini (D-Az.) and Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.),
respectively. Deconcini is sponsoring a bill similar to one he introduced last year (which was
not submitted to a vote) according to which the "eventual voluntary departure" (EVD) status
of Salvadorans waiting for deportation would be extended until the General Accounting Office
(GAO) concludes certain investigations. These investigations focus on identifying the situations of
displaced Salvadorans in their own country and in neighboring countries neighboring countries,
and of refugees who have been deported to El Salvador from the US. The bill sponsored by Rep.
Joe Moakley (D-Mass.) would provide EVD status to both Nicaraguan and Salvadoran refugees.
Last year an amendment stipulating EVD status for these Central Americans was attached to the
immigration reform legislation. Moakley told reporters at a press conference that the amendment
was removed to prevent a presidential veto of the entire immigration reform bill. The Reagan
administration argues that Salvadoran migrants arrive in the United States for economic reasons,
and thus are subject to the same restrictions. Deconcini, who has attempted to obtain the EVD
condition for Salvadorans since 1981, told reporters the situation in El Salvador has improved
somewhat since concern for human rights has been raised. However, he said, a lot remains to
be done. The senator emphasized that the efforts of President Jose Napoleon Duarte to improve
human rights conditions in El Salvador were laudatory, adding that the bill should be construed as
a critique of Duarte's efforts. Deconcini mentioned that in 1986 the Salvadoran president praised
a resettlement program for Salvadorans in Argentina, while also stating that more efforts of this
type are needed because of continued violence in El Salvador. Moakley criticized the Reagan
administration for its "lack of compassion." He said death squad activity and civil rights abuses
by the military continue in El Salvador, despite Duarte's efforts. The congressman predicted his
bill would pass through Congress since both houses are controlled by Democrats, and because
of promises obtained during the 99th session that the protection of Salvadoran and Nicaraguan
refugees would be a priority question in the present congress. Deconcini said that although he
expects his bill to pass through the Senate, he does not believe a sufficient number of votes in both
houses of Congress exist to defeat a possible presidential veto. A majority of two-thirds in both
houses is necessary to override a presidential veto.
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